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February 2014 Volume XXI Issue 2 
Editor: Thomas; KC2PSC 

The next Executive Board and General meeting of the Larkfield 
Amateur Radio Club will be held on Thursday February 13th, at the 
Huntington Senior Citizens Center at 7:00 PM and 7:30 PM, 
respectively. 

Letter from the new Editor:

I would like to begin this article by thanking Howard Stern, 
KC2OJO, for the many years of great stewardship of QSX. I want to 
take the opportunity to introduce myself to the readership of the 
newsletter.  After I earned my license I predominately used repeaters. 
I was fortunate to be a member of a college club station that allowed 
me to experience different parts of the amateur radio hobby. I was 
introduced to VHF contesting about the same time and have been 
involved since then.  I have since expanded my interests to include 
HF and becoming a member of Huntington RACES.
Over the next few months you will see some changes to QSX. I will 
try to get articles that will allow each member to learn more about 
different niches of amateur radio.  If you participate in a dxpedition, 
special event station, or other particular ham radio activity I 
encourage you to write an article about it in QSX. In the next couple 
of months a significantly redesigned QSX with new graphics and 
sections. If you would like to contribute please feel free to e-mail 
larkfieldqsx@gmail.com.

mailto:larkfieldqsx@gmail.com
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January 9, 2013 General Meeting Minutes 

The January 9, 2014 meeting, chaired by Chuck N2JIY, 
started at 7:38PM with the Pledge of Allegiance led by 
Steve N2PQJ and followed by Introductions.

Roger W2GLE, the Club's Treasurer outlined the assets 
in the Club's bank accounts.

Howard KC2OJO, the Club's Secretary reported that 
the minutes for the preceding General and Executive 
Board meetings had been sent out electronically in 
QSX on December 24th and the copies printed by 
Chuck sent out via U.S. mail several days later.  
Howard thanked Thomas KC2PSC for taking over 
QSX and reported that the Club's website had been 
operating with no important problems over the past 
month.  One minor problem is that the Holiday pictures 
couldn't be added to our Photo Gallery due to a login 
problem.

Thomas KC2PSC cautioned the members present that 
he would not be writing articles for QSX and that the 
Newsletter would be based on the items he received 
from the Club members.

Steve N2PQJ reported on the 2013 Huntington 
ARES/RACES activities.  45 Amateur radio operators 
had checked into the RACES Monday night nets   
There were 52 nets.  The repeater has been reaching all 
the way to Farmingville (for MT63 digital modes).  12 
RACES members participated in Field Day.  There are 
T

 

January 9, 2014 Exec. Board Mtg. Minutes 

The meeting, chaired by Chuck N2JIY, started 
at 6:45PM with Scott AC2FV, Thomas 
KC2PSC, Neil KC2TAF, Donald AB2BN, 
Peter AA2VG, Roger W2GLE and Howard 
KC2OJO present.  The meeting was devoted to 
how we could best match our dues and budget 
while satisfying the Club's needs as an 
Amateur Radio club.  The topics were 
primarily focused on how to manage our 
expenses to keep them within the incoming 
funds while simultaneously making sure that 
there was enough money available for radio 
equipment and maintenance.  Specific items 
included charging a $10 fee 30 days in advance 

currently17 members of Huntington RACES.   We 
are looking for a ham to cover the  Lloyd Neck area 
and other nearby areas that can often be cut off from 
the rest of Huntington.  Steve stated that he wants to 
organize an HT net using only the rubber duck 
antennas to determine how limited performance 
would be.  The activities during the Sandy and recent 
Hercules nets were described; they usually run at 
8AM, 1PM and 7AM or more often when necessary.  
Fred K2LDC pointed out that often during 
emergencies when it appeared there is no cell phone 
coverage you can still get out using text messages.
Bruno KC2ESI reported on the .210 repeater 
problems probably being high up on the tower.  The 
intermittent noise problem started right after a very 
windy day.  It will be worked on in the spring.  
Chuck reported that Jack K2JX has added a 136.5 
Hz tone to the repeater output to ameliorate the 
problem people are having due to harmonics from 
home routers falling into the .210 repeater's band.  
Bob AC2AZ reported that he would have to “bug” 
the manufacturer of our antenna to see if they would 
provide a short term spare that could be immediately 
swapped with our current antenna if it is defective.
Scott AC2FV gave the membership report stating 
that at this point in time about 50% of our members 
had paid their dues.  He intended to email the 
members who haven't paid yet.  A discussion ensued 
about setting things up so that dues could be payed 
using PayPal.

Continued on Page 6

for the Holiday Party, controlling the Field 
Day food budget, eliminating coffee and 
donuts at our meetings and increasing 
revenue via a 50-50 at each meeting.  The 
final budget will be drawn up and approved 
by the Executive board before the next 
monthly meeting.  Also discussed was the 
need to update the Club's bylaws to more 
closely match our current operations.  The 
meeting was closed at 7:35PM.  
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LARKFIELD INFO-CHAT 
Monday nights at 8:00 PM on the .210 Repeater (147.420 simplex if the repeater is down) 

147.210 MHz, Plus 600 kHz Offset, 136.5 PL Tone 
Any topic of interest to club members 

HSMM-MESH by Paul Beeman W2PB and John Blowsky KB2SCS
Thursday February 13, 2014

Do you have an old Linksys WRT54 router laying around gathering dust? Come to the February meeting and 
Paul Beeman, W2PB and John Blowsky, KB2SCS will explain how to easily upload new software o convert 
this WiFi router into a High Speed Multi-Media Mesh (HSMM-Mesh) device, and a few of the many 
applications that you can use on the mesh.

This type of device advertises their presences on the 2.4 GHz amateur band and when they discover another 
Mesh node connects to it automatically and starts building a “mesh”. In the most basic mode, you load the 
software, enter your call once, reboot, and turn the unit on. That’s it. The more nodes discovered, the larger the 
mesh becomes. If a node goes away, the mesh automatically reconfigures the paths. Anyone on the mesh can 
communicate to anyone else on the mesh. Normally WiFi devices can not join the mesh.  Only HSMM-Mesh 
nodes can join the mesh.

Data speeds are up to 54 Mbps and offers amateurs keyboard to keyboard communication (chat), FTPing of 
files, IP camera, email and much more.  So come on down and learn about this new mode and join Islip and 
Babylon, et al on the “mesh”.
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Multioperator VHF Contesting by Thomas Price

For many hams the only interaction that they have with the VHF frequencies is using repeaters on 2m 
and 440 or occasional 6m contact. I have been a member of the Mount Greylock Expeditionary Force 
(MGEF) for several years ever since I was introduced to VHF contesting by a fellow ham. Mount 
Greylock is Massachusetts highest point located in the northwestern corner of the state. MGEF is 
multioperator multitransmitter setup that is a perennial competitor for the highest score. I thought I 
would share what it takes to put up such a big contest effort.
We set up ten towers with large directional antenna arrays or parabolic dishes. We use yagi antenna 
arrays on the VHF and UHF bands, but on the microwave bands we use parabolic dish antennas. On a 
typical microwave station tower the dish antenna has multiple feeds, transverters, and runs of cable. 
Transverters, which look like plastic boxes on the tower, upconverts a generic transceiver output to the 
microwave bands and downconverts the received signals all in one box.  They are installed on the back 
of the dish to minimize the losses in the feed line to the antenna. The transverters require control, power, 
and coax connecting it to the transceiver in front of the operator. The assembling of the 900MHz and 
1200MHz station is shown in the time lapse video in the following link: http://youtu.be/UZWUtcolRc4 
As usual we are in a race on Saturday morning to get all the antennas, transverters, amplifiers, and 
radios are setup and operating by the time the contest starts. As soon as the contest starts it is a flurry of 
action on the bands that are suddenly crowded with a multitude of signals. As with any contest there are 
periods of heavy activity and typical doldrums towards the end of the contest. The most common type of 
propagation enhancement is tropospheric ducting. One key attribute of VHF contesting is the heavy 
reliance on working each station on all the bands possible. The propagation modes of VHF and 
microwaves typically are less supportive of random contacts. In the case of our multioperator station 
that means passing from 6m to the microwave bands. You can see a video of the all the equipment in 
operation during a part of the contest at the following link: http://youtu.be/WnwIc3bR0Mc .
VHF contesting is an interesting area of the amateur radio hobby. It may not have the ease of global 
reach that HF does, but it can have some interesting propagation events that create for a thrilling 
experience. I encourage anyone who is interested to try out a contest.

 

http://youtu.be/UZWUtcolRc4%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://youtu.be/WnwIc3bR0Mc%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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It is somehow always rainy 
or foggy at some point 
during a contest 

From left to right: 2-3-5 
GHz Aux station, 2-3-5 
GHz main station, 220 
MHz,10-24-47GHz, and 
the 432 MHz tower

Operating the 432 
MHz station

All photos by Thomas KC2PSC 
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THE LARKFIELD AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OPERATES: 

WR2ABA HUNTINGTON REPEATER 
2 meters 

147.210 MHz out/147.810 MHz in 
4z/136.5 Hz PL 

W2LRC HAUPPAUGE REPEATER 
2 meters 

145.430 MHz out/144.830 MHz in 
4z/136.5 Hz PL 

W2LRC HUNTINGTON APRS 
2 meters 

144.390 MHz In/Out 

USA EASTNET FLEXNET NETWORK 
2 meters 

WA2PNU (0-15) Nodes 145.070 MHz 
WA2PNU (-4) Node 145.070 MHz (BBS) 

——————————————————- 

Members of the Larkfield Amateur Radio 
Club are invited to use the 

W2RGM Dix Hills Repeater System: 

2 meters 
147.075 MHz out/147.675 MHz in 

4z/136.5 Hz PL 

70 centimeters 
448.500 MHz out/ 443.500 in 

2a/114.8 Hz PL 

General Meeting Minutes continued from page 2 

Steve N2PQJ expressed his opinion that the VE 
sessions were a hardship for the Club.  Howard 
KC2OJO pointed out that the hardship was only for 
Chuck N2JIY in arranging the schedule and 
insurance with the Town.  Neil KC2TAF 
commented that there was a large benefit to Ham 
Radio.  Scott AC2FV reported that Mike NY2BB 
had indicated at HRU that Ham Radio's biggest 
danger was the growing threat from the increased 
number of antenna and radio restrictive CC&Rs in 
the country.   

At this point a spirited and extremely useful 
discussion ensued with respect to growing our Club.

Chuck N2JIY announced that the Larkfield Budget 
vote would be next month when the budget was 
finalized.  Scott AC2FV alerted the members that 
the recent New York State DMV ruling on the effect 
of the Distracted Driving Law on Amateur Radio 
had been posted on the Club's website with copies 
available at tonight's meeting. The formal meeting 
closed at 9:15PM.

NEW REPEATER INFO
You can now use transmit tone squelch on the 
147.210 repeater. Jack, K2JX, and Bruno 
KC2ESI determined that the noise triggering 
your FM 2 meter rig on 147.210 was produced 
by Cablevision and Verizon FIOS routers. 
They have installed an output tone on the 
repeater of 136.5Hz. All you have to do is 
setup tone squelch on your radio. On some 
radios it is set by setting up a continuous tone 
or CT in the radio setup.
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GOOD AND WELFARE 

Attention members: Our Good and Welfare Chairperson is Helene Lazarus (XYL of Arnie N2PLS). Please inform her 
(499-2837) of news about club members so she may make submissions to this publication. 

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club 
Affiliated with American Radio Relay League 

Officers (one year terms) 
President Chuck Hartley          N2JIY(2014) 
Vice-President Scott Conover AC2FV(2014) 
Secretary Howard Stern        KC2OJO(2014) 
Treasurer Roger Rapp          W2GLE(2014) 

General Directors (two year terms) 
Neil Harris      KC2TAF (2013-2014) 
Pat McPartland      WS2A (2013-2014) 
Donald Clarke      AB2BN (2013-2014)
Peter Deluca      AA2VG (2014-2015) 
Thomas Price      KC2PSC (2014-2015) 
Jonathan Schwartz    KC2PBE (2014-2015) 

WA2PNU Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE 
WR2ABA Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE 
W2LRC Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE 

Note that although we are at this cycle’s peak 
the average number of sunspots is only about 
60% of the average number that occurred 
during the peak of the previous cycle. 

General Meetings  7:30 PM
 

February 13, 2014 March 13, 2014 
April 10, 2014 May 8, 2014 

Board Meetings 7:00 PM  

February 13, 2014 March 13, 2014 
April 10, 2014 May 8, 2014 

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club wishes to thank Bruno KC2ESI, Jack K2JX, Joe 
N2QPD, Artie KC2JFU, Bob AC2AZ and Richard WA2WNY for their dedication and 
efforts in maintaining the Club’s repeaters and our packet and APRS stations. Their 
collective efforts and donations of equipment along with the overview of Roger W2GLE 
and Chuck N2JIY have kept us “on the air”. Still to go, another 440 MHz repeater and 
adding IRLP or Echolink to one of our repeaters. We need volunteers for this new work. 

ARES/RACES NET 

The weekly ARES/RACES net is active, meeting every Monday evening at 1900 on 147.210. Check in! For 
more information contact Steve N2PQJ@arrl.net and visit www.wb2lua.com to learn of any ARES/RACES 
news and to help maintain your proficiency in emergency communications procedures. 



VE SESSION SATURDAY February 8th 
HUNTINGTON TOWN HALL 

100 MAIN ST., ROOM 114 
WALK-Ins WELCOME 

Team Liaison is Rich W2TMA. Contact is Stan N2YKT. 
Fee is $15. All elements will be offered and exams start at 
9:00AM. You must have 2 forms of ID, one of which 
includes a photo. If upgrading, bring an original and a copy 
of your license and an original of any CSCEs. 

The next Executive Board and General 
meetings will be on Thursday, February 
13th at 7:00PM and 7:30PM, respectively. 

You can submit articles or photos for 
publication by e-mail at:
larkfieldqsx@gmail.com 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Larkfield Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Post Office Box 1450 
Huntington, NY 11743 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

2014 DUES SCHEDULE 
Regular Membership: $35.00 

Members Age 65 or older: $25.00 
Members Age 17 or less: $25.00 

Disabled Members: $25.00 
Living Outside Club’s Operating Sphere: $15.00 

Add $10.00 if you want QSX via U.S. Mail 

Make your check payable to: LARC 

And Mail to: 
Larkfield Amateur Radio Club Inc. 

PO Box 1450 
Huntington, NY 11743 
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