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—-Fleld Day—-
June 28 and 29, 2008

West Hills Park
Be Theran:

We are planning for 25 to 30 club members to atje
our annual Field Day exercises. We will pick up
equipment on Saturday morning at Boxer Ct. at §:(
A.M. and set up at West Hills Park. Check the
LARC web site for maps and other pertinent infof-
mation. This year’s event should prove to be atgfe
week eno IC
club. Field Day ighe Big Event, so we hope to SEe
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The Right Tools

Byn Hashiro, AH6RH

Scotty, the engineer on the original Star Trekesenvas always fond of saying "How many times Hawe to tell
you...use the right tool for the right job!" As amateur radio operator involved in emergency comaations, do
you know what are some of the right tools of tleel&? Let's take a look.

Mobile Radios While we like the convenience of a 3 or 5 wattkaal nothing beats the transmitting distance aed
receiver qualities of a 50 watt VHF mobile or ad®lF transceiver. A rubber ducky and a handiei¢al&ally won't
cut it for most emergencies that rely on directer communications on level terrain over distargresiter than
about two to three miles. And a mobile radio hasapéntermod rejection than a handie. Living anatking in
Honolulu, we know what a miserable, frustratingaime get from intermod signals.

Antennas If you're insisting on using a rubber duck antgnyou're in big trouble. A rubber duck is reallsuaber
coated dummy load. To get better performance, lyoedd something you can attach to a coax cablgenthe an-
tenna closer to a window (if you're inside a sealedonditioned building) or outdoors to radiataiy signal better
while you're safe and comfortable inside.

For walkies, a collapsible quarter wave or half-ezdwot-rod" antenna is a start. You can also usieban j-pole an-
tenna. But for mobile radios, you need somethirg will dissipate 50 watts continuous and manyhefcommercial
walkie antennas are designed for about 5 wattegllar quarter wave ground plane, mobile magnetiocmhanten-
nas -- these are good, portable antennas thatreiéenough to be used to radiate through a winthoavoffice
building or school cafeteria being used as an eatamu shelter.

If you are using a fixed based station, do notdogisck in getting the highest gain vertical anggou find. Gain is
obtained by sacrificing the antenna'’s radiationgpat Rather than choosing a 7 dB vertical thahslgour signal
100 feet into the building next door, selecting@B3vertical gives an omni-directional antenna vethoost in gain
but still allows sufficient radiation from the sittgbes to rise over mountains, condo buildingsesrdbaround other
obstructions.

A handy item is a portable three or four elememtnbeA 6 dB gain is worth a four times increaseamsmitter
power. More importantly, the four times increasedoeived signal is very handy for pulling out maag signals. As
an example, check out thé6-4 Back Packrom Arrow Antennaq http://www.arrowantennas.cqm

Coaxial CablesLet's face it. Without feedline, it's mighty hdaadget a signal from your radio to the antenna. You
would like to position the antenna near a windowoifi're high above the surroundings, or at leagtdr than the
surrounding obstructions to get the signal out.

If you had a chance, hauling 50 or 100 feet of RGw®uld be an ideal medium loss HF, VHF and UHRifiee
cable, but it's mighty bulky and heavy. Using RGJ58 smaller and lighter, but the losses at VHF d@hriF starts to
cut into your operations.

A compromise is RG-8X, which has the bulk of RG-38ll has loss characteristics close to that of RIGThe
only "drawback" is that the reducers used with BB-2oax connectors are thé-176variety (for 75 ohm RG-59U
rather than the standard 50 ohm UG-175 for RG-58UHat's a small inconvenience.

Headphones and Other Accessoridsttle things make a big difference. Using headpgsand a boom mike will
cut out the background noise in a busy, clutteredrenment and will also keep your audio from blagtaround an
already noisy room. To speed operations, you may ¥eealso include a foot switch to key your radioh your foot
to leave your hands free for writing messages aipgsathe audio. Something as simple as a clipbeasdires you'll
have a smooth hard surface to write down messdgadycand legibly no matter where you are.

So, there you have it. A quick run through somepgenthings that make a big difference in respondmgmergen-
cies. Now, it's your turn to be like Scotty ang:s&Jse the right tool for the right job!"
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Attention LARC Members.......

The Printing and Mailing of the Monthly QSX
Newsletter Is Placing the Club at Financial Ri sk

Until recently BAE systems generously provided the printing services for the publishing
of QSX . The club then paid for postage and envelopes so as to provide each member
with their monthly edition. Unfortunately, we lost our contact at BAE some time ago and
now have to fund the additional cost of both the printing and postage.

QSX is published 10 times a year and the current costs (one month) are as follows: one
printing (120 copies) in black and white = $140, in color = $180. Then we have to add
postage at an additional $50.40. This adds up to a minimum yearly cost of $1,904.
Needless to say, because of the printing costs and postage, the QSX has become a sig-
nificant budget item!

The Board realizes that most folks prefer to have a printed copy of the newsletter in their
hands each month. However, we also know that the cost for printing and postage is
higher than we were paying in years past. With that in mind we are appealing to our
members to consider the following:

Can anyone in our membership broker a corporate sponsorship? Specifically, one
that can either provide the facilities to print QSX, or perhaps donate the funds for
continued production? This would be a great boost to our sagging revenue flow.
Please contact Bruno Gentile at:  bfgradio@optonline.net

In the mean time, we are asking for volunteers who would rather receive QSX via
email in lieu of a mailed, printed copy. A decision on your part to opt for the e-
mailed copy of QSX would help us preserve funds and allow us to continue with
other important club functions. Those interested in making this change please
contact Mike Leek at W2SWR@W2SWR.com and provide him with your e-mail
address so as to expedite the electronic delivery of the QSX newsletter in the
Fall.
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CQ Test

It's Friday — the clock hits zero zulu.
crowd the airwaves. Seemingly dead bands coméetdJun spots? No
not yet. It must be a contest weekend! Friendly petition on the air-
waves is the theme of this month’s puzzle.

Thousand@signals suddenly
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Across

1. Radiation pattern part

5. Contest off-time ender, possibly
10.The "Olympics" of contests
14.10TA item

15.Unusual object

16."Long ____ " (DX)

17.VES8 mobile?

18.Hammerin' Hank

19.1091 using 44-across

20.An advantage of being weak?
23.In early radio, some rotated ang
some didn't

24.Foot part
25.Wayward circuit paths
28.Knight neighbor
30.3W holiday

33.QTH on the range

34.160 meter Stew

35.The one with QTC

36. Sheltered, when /MM

37.They don't count, and may count
against you

38.CW parts

39. Plating material

40. Typewriters (in ham speak)
41.Military cap

42.The only CW many people know
43.0ne way to stand by

44. Abbreviated figs. (abbr.)

45. AMSAT launch partner

46.Currency used by 45-across, mostlys. Bidirectional flow

47.Predatory contesting?
55.El-land, in El-speak
56.VQ9 first name
57.They make the 45, sometimes for |

guns

58.Western competing org.
59.3:1 dash to dot ratio, say
60."Yikes!"

61.Biblical verb

62. Prefix with -cotta

63. Xtal filter replacements

Down

1. Daffy Duck's programming
language?

2. LA city

3. A fuse maybe did this

4. Many hams also have one

6. KH6-fests
7.June VHF QSO Party sponsdg
8. Funny one

@. Non-op hams at 10-across st
tions

=
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10. Large cetacean

11. Suffix with glitte- or lite-
12.Twiddle the big knob

13.Yaesu front panel marking
21.Contesters try to maximize it
22.21-down, for a first-time contester?
25.'Test results figs.

26. Prefix with centric or sphere

27.A band sometimes does it at dawn
28.CQ answer

29.Valuable minerals

30.Region net for NNJ and others
31.Gourmand

32.NAQP, CQWW and others, briefly

34.Push-___

37.Response to a contest exchange, say
38.Took an alternate route

40. Catchall abbr.

41.QSL handler, slangily

44.Vaulted roof

45.Construct, as a tower
46."Nevermore" quote quoter, informally
47. Transmit

48.Kit maker, once

49.0minous noises from the amp, maybe
50. Assistant

51. At no time, poetically

52.Holiday drinks

53.0OM in G-land

54.High V points on a dipole

Answers To May Crossword Puzzle

Editor's Note

This issue of your club magazine, QS
marks the end of the 2008 season. T

X,
his

editor hopes that you have enjoyed th
articles, cartoons, crossword puzzles
the QSL card write ups. We hope tor
turn in September with many more in-
formative stories and feature articles ¢

e
and
e_

le-

signed for your continued education and

enjoyment. It has been a challenging
year for me as your editor and club cg

director. For all the Board of Directors

| would like to wish you all a very hapj
and healthy summer. We look forwart
to seeing all of you back again in the

Fall at ourSeptember 11, 2008
General Meeting.

Ray Orobona K2RWO
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Minutes For May General Meeting

Meeting opened7:35 PM by Ray Orobona , K2ZRWO

Treasurer's RepartGiven by Roger W2GLE, and the club was founddcsblvent.

Membership Three applications were presented and will bedreipon at the June meeting. They are: Kevin M
gan, KC2TCS, Neil Harris, KC2TAF and Eric Breen, NEV. Rich Gong presented our newest members Adit &
Carol Reis with name/call sign buttons.

Good and welfareA card of condolence has been sent to the faofiljans Richter, KA2DVG, who passed awa
in April.

Field Day Committee met before regular meeting to disqueparations. New Field Day chairmen are Pat ang
Evan McPartland. Decision was madd\tOT meet at Boxer Ct. on Friday afternoon. Insteadtrae8:00 AM Sat.
to load up all Field Day equipment. Permission giasited to Mike Leek for the purchase of new fiytidlenu
was discussed and amount to be spent was votaf@are hoping to see students from the Walt Whitkiigh
School Amateur Radio Club at Field Day. Also disagspossibility of contacting local TV News Chanh2Ilfor
Field Day coverage.

RepeatersDiscussion held on replacement of 147.210 ante@na climber has been contacted and we are wa
for his price. A second climber has also beertammiad and we are awaiting conformation throughmBriC2ESI.
147.075 machine was reported as presently beingnd®mno, KC2ESI and Rich, WA2WNY to look into ees.
50-50 Won by Larry, N2BKJ.

General Meeting Concluded at approximately 8:40.

Post Meeting Presentatiowwe would like to thank Mr. Tom Carrubba, KA2D, W& ork/Long Island ARRL Sec-
tion Manager and Mr. Phil Lewis, N2MUN, ARRL Afiited Club Coordinator for their presentation deglvith
“The ARRL and Your Club.” Presentation led to el discussion of how to continue improving pulbstations
and membership motivation.

or-
AN

ting

Minutes For MayBoard Meeting

Meeting openedt 7:34PM. Present were:W2SWR, K2RWO, WS2A, KC2ERGLE, and KC2NBR.
RepeatersSmithtown ARES/RACES request permission to use WRCAepeater for drills. Motion to approve
request made by Mike W2SWR and seconded by Ray KQRV@te was approved. On another issue, the boar
granted permission to allow Rich, WA2WNY to use tapaired Channel Master antenna as a replaceoretfef
inoperable antenna at the 147.075 repeater sitalWank you in advance, Rich.

Formal Motion To formally appoint Evan McPartland, KC2NRB dsiliCSecretary for the duration of Charlie’s
K2HTX term. Motion for vote made by Mike, W2SWR aseconded by Bruno, KC2ESI. Motion carried.
Tabled IssueThe board tabled for another 30 days any aceganding the replacement of the antenna at the
147.210 repeater site. Bruno is looking into thegtaility of having the hard line tested with a TDiter.

Field Day CanopyDiscussion to purchase a canopy to be used ¢t Baey Week End and any other club spon-
sored events. Motion to purchase made by Mike, WRSAWd seconded by Bruno KC2ESI. Motion to spend
$304.99 carried.

Cost of QSX The board discussed several alternatives withrtetp offsetting the printing and mailing costs fo
the QSX News Letter each month. Several posséslivill be discussed at the June General Meeting.

Board Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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Meeting Notices:

Next General Meeting
June 12, 2008@1930 h

Village Green School Cafeter

Next Board Meeting
June 26 ,2008@1930 h

Village Green School Cafeter

Members of the Larkfield Amateur Radio
Club are invited to use the :
W2RGM Repeater System:
2 meters
147.075 Mhz out/147.675 Mhz in
6 meters
53.85 Mhz out 52.85 Mhz in
47/136.5 Hz PL
1.25 meters
224.560 Mhz out 222.960 Mhz in
70 centimeters
448.525 Mhz out 443.525 Mhz in
114.8 Hz PL

These 4 machines are linked cross band
also

448.500 Mhz out 443.500 Mhz in
448.475 Mhz out 443.475 Mhz in

S
ia

I.
la

WA2PNU OPERATIONS
The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club Operat
HUNTINGTON REPEATERS
2 meters
147.210 Mhz out/147.810 Mhz in
47/136.5 Hz PL
Linked cross-band with
70 centimeters
448.425 Mhz out/443.425 Mhz in
114.8 Hz PL
Also Packet Stations
WA2PNU -2 Node (BBS PNU)
WA2PNU -4 BBS
144.990 Mhz

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club

Affiliated with the American Radio Relay League
Officers (one year terms)

Secretary Charlie Haubeil K2HTX
Treasurer Roger Rapp W2GLE

General Directors (two year terms)
Mike Leek, W2SWR (2008-2009)
Bruno Gentile (2008-2009)

Ed Ebert, KC2E (2007-2008)
Chuck Hartley, N2JIY (2007-2008)
Pat Mc Partland, WS2A (20@0B08)

Ray Orobona K2RWO (2008-2009)
WA2PNU Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE
WR2ABA Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE

W2LRC Station Trustee Roger Rapp W2GLE

WA2PNU Station License Trustee

Roger Rapp W2GLE

ES.

SMITHTOWN REPEATERS

2 meters
145.430 Mhz out/144.830 Mhz in
47/136.5 Hz PL
1.25 meters
224.620 Mhz out/223.020 Mhz in
70 centimeters
presently off-line

WB2CIK Packet System

HUNTLI:WB2CIK-2
147.07 at 1200 Baud

HUNT96:WB2CIK-13
145.59 at 9600 Baud

448.675 Mhz out/443.675 Mhz in

Good and Welfare

The Larkfield Amateur Radio Club is saddened by
the passing of long time member Mr. Hans Richtg
KA2DGV. Mr. Richter passed away on April 23,

2008. A card of condolence has been sent to the

Attention Members: Our Good and Welfare Chair-
person is Helene Lazarus (XYL of Arnie N2PLS).
'Please inform her (499-2837) of news of club mem-

fbers so she may make submissions to this publicatio
a

ily.
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Birthdays For June, 2008

Call Name Birthday
AAQ2LD Leland Dean 6/18
KC2E Ed Ebert 6/19
KC2ESI Bruno F. Gentile 6/18
N2ZUS Ernest Lanzer &/1
N2RBP Matt Lazarus 46/
W2SWR Michael P. Leek 6/14
KC2GWP Andrew Picciochi 6/28
KC2KGQ Fernando F. Quinones 6/1
N2HOD William Skala 6/21

—All News Is Welcome

We are always looking for stories of in

general membership. Many of us have been me
bers of the Larkfield ARC for a long time and ha

number of interesting stories to share
bership. Contact: Ray K2ZRWO. E-M
bona@verizon.net.

terest fribra

with the mg¢
ail: joro-

Larkfield ARC
PO Box 1450
Huntington, NY 11743

Stamp

Amateur Radio License Sessions

Larkfield ARC VE Team Liaison is Ed, KC2E. Contaetrson is Stan, N2YKT. FCC mandated exam fee |s
$14.00. Exam sessions take place at Huntington Téath) 100 Main St Huntington, NY. Sessions arklhe
every other month starting in February,2008. Thes€Esion dates for this year are: February 9, A@rillune
14, August 9, October 4, and December 13. All elets of exams will be offered and exams begin 8009
All candidates should bring 2 forms of ID, (one fhtd and one other). If upgrading, bring origiaald a
copy of your amateur license, also original cokall CSCE’s. Bring FCC established exam fee a0 of
$14.00 exact cash or check made out to ARRL/VEC.
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